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BHARAT RATNA MAHAMANA PANDIT MADAN MOHAN MALVIYA

{ Sauites,
25 December 1861 - 12 November 1946
(A Few Facts About His Life, Religion & Contributions)

Malviya jiwas born in Allahabad on 25th December, 1861 in a Brahmin family. He was educated
first at two Sanskrit Pathshalas, then later matriculated in 1879 from Muir Central College, now
known as Allahabad University, completed his B.A. at the University of Calcutta. In July 1884 he
started his career as an Asstt. Master at Government High School Allahabad. Later he left his
school and did L.L.B. from Allahabad University and in 1891 he started practising Law first in
Allahabad district, then in 1893 in Allahabad High Court. On his 50th Birthday on 25 December
1911 he resolved to serve the case of social service he renounced his well-established practice of
Law for ever. He was an important Freedom Fighter. So when 177 freedom fighters were convicted
to be hanged in the Chauri-Chaura Case, Malviya ji worried so much that despite his vow, he
unexpectedly appeared before the Court and got acquitted 156 active freedom fighters. The
remaining 15 also were recommended for clemency by the High Court, whereafter their
sentences were also commuted from death to life-imprisonment. During arguments the then
Chief Justice Hon'ble Sir Griwood Mears bowed thrice to Malviya ji as a Mark of Respect for the
sheer brilliance of his arguments. Mahamana is most remembered as the founder of Banaras
Hindu University (BHU) at Varanasi in 1916 and was Vice-Chancellor of BHu from 1919-1938.
Pandit ji was posthumously conferred with Bharat Ratan on 24th December 2014 a day before
his 153rd Birth Anniversary.

Malaviya ji was an orthodox Sanatanist but he was never sectarian or fundamentalist.
According to him India s not a country of the Hindus only. It is a country of the Muslims, Christians
and the Parsees too. There can't be contradiction between truly religious men belonging to
different faiths and communities. He started the tradition of Aarti at Harki Pauri, Haridwar fo the
sacred Ganga river which is performed till date.

In conclusion, it can be said that Malaviya ji was a great religious and social thinker of
India like Swami Vivekananda. He was neither a Theorist nor a Propagandist, but was a Practical
Philosopher who put all his thoughts to action. LET US SALUTE HIM.

Dr. R.P. Vij
Administrator
Sapt Rishi Ashram, Haridwar
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